
THOMAS. LONG, 
NIESEN & KENNARD 
~ 

AII()rner& and Counsellors al2aw 
• 

January 16, 2013 

Federal Comlnunications COlnmission 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
U.S. Bank 
Government Lockbox #979091 
SL-MO-C2-GL 
1005 Convention Plaza 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

NOR]v1AN]. KENNARD 

Direct Dial: 717.255.7627 
nkennard@thomaslonglaw.com 

Via Federal Express 

Re: In the Matter of the Application for Streamlined Consent to Transfer Control By 
The Middle Point Home Telephone COll1pany; Docket No. 

Dear Sir or Madmll: 

Enclosed for filing please find the original and seven (7) copies of the above-noted 
Application for filing with the Comll1ission, as well as our check in the mnount of $1,050.00, 
representing the filing fee thereto. 

Please return a tilne-stamped copy of the Application in the enclosed self-addressed and 
stamped envelope as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Please contact lne should you have any 
questions. 

Enclosures 
cc: Lonnie Pederson 

Mitchell Cox, Esquire 
Bruce Schoenberger, Esquire 

Sincerely, 

& KENNARD 

212 LOCUST STREET & SUITE 500 " P.O. Box 9500 " HARRISBURG, PA 17 08-9500 717.255.7600 FAX 717.236.8278 www.thornaslongiaw.com 



READ INSTRUCTIONS CA.REFULL Y 
BEFORE PROCEEDING 

Approved by Ot;m 
FEDERAL COMI,fUNICATIONS COMt-.HSSI0N 

RE.MITTANCE ADVICE 
FORM 159 

',,,"Dl:; ~l A [1,' , {)N ,Y (l) LOCKBOX # 
.: ................... , ... , ......................... '., ..... '. 

979091 
.. r~;L; ~,):UL~~t 

, 

SECTION A- PAYER INFORMATION 

(2) PAYER NAlvfE (if paying by crediT card enter llame exacTly as it appears onthe card) I (3) TOTAL AMOUNT PAID (U.S. Dollar& and cents) 

Thomas. LonQ. Niesen & Kennard 
(4) STREET ADDRESS LINE NO.1 

212 Locust Street 
(S) STREET ADDRESS LINE NO.2 

Suite 500 
(6) CITY I (7)STATE I (8) ZIP CODE 

Harrisbura PA 17101 
(9) DA 'YTIlvfE TELEPHONE NUMBER (inciude. Hen code) I (l 0) COUNTRY CODE (if not ill U.S.A.) 

717-255-7600 
FCC REGISTRA TION NUMBER (fRN) REQUIRED 

(II) PAYER (FR..""l) !,<., ... ·ONfY·. . .. , 

.. '. 

0022-3294-11 /.,.', .. ' ..• , .............. , 
" '. . ... ".: ..... : , '. . . 

IF MORE THAN ONE APPLICANT, USE CONTINliATION SHEETS (FORM 159-C) 
COMPLETE SECTION BELOW FOR EACH SERVICE, IF l\JORE BOXES /I.RE NEEDED. USE CONTINlJATJON SHEET 

(13) APPLIC ANT NAlvlE 

The Middle Point Home Telephone Company 
(14) STREET ADDRESS LINE NO.1 

106 1/2 E. Jackson Street 
(15) STREET ADDRESS LINE NO.2 

(l6)CITY I (17) STATE J (18) ZIP CODE 

Middle Point OH 45863 
(19) DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER (include area code) I (20) COUNTRY CODE (if not in U.S.A.) 

419-968-2000 
FCC REGISTRATION NUMBER (FRJ'I) REQUIRED 

(21) APPLlCANT(FRN) --;. ~Y.j ••••. ( ..... ........ 

I'~-0005-0660-63 ·i .... .. ...........•......... ,...... ... .. . .. , ..... '. 
COMPLETE SECTION C FOR EACH SERVICE, IF MORE BOXES ARE NEEDED, llSE CONTINlJATION S.HEET 

(23A) CALL SIGN/OTHER ID (24A) PA YlvIENT TYPE CODE (25A) QUANTITY 

CUT 
(2M) FEE DUE FOR (PTC) (27A) TOTAL FEE I 

y "" .. ". :-

$1.050.00 $1.050.00 .. , .... .. . ...... 
(2SA) FCC CODE I I (29A) FCC CODE 2 

(23B)CALL SIGN/OTHERlD (24B)PAYtviENT TYPE CODE (25B) Q1JA1"lTITY 

(26B) FEE DUE FOR (PTC) (17B) TOTAL FEE . ' ,Y .: ..•..... 

! 

.... ............ .. •••• • '; .. 
(288)FCC CODE I I (29B) FCC CODE 2 

SECTION]) - CERTIFICATION 

CERTIl'lCATION STATEMENT 
L Norman LT. Kenn , cere lder penalty of pel jury that the foregoing and supporting inforlllation is tme and con-eer to 
the best of my knowledge, i eli 

Il/~/;; SIGNATlJRE DATE. 
p 

SECTION E -CREDIT CARl) PAYMENT INFORMATION 

MASTERCARD VISA A/vIE); DISCOVER ---- --- ----- ---

ACCOUNT NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE --------------------- ----------------

I hereby authorize the FCC to charge my credit card for the sel'vice(s)/auulOrizatioll herein described. 

SIGNATURE DATE 

.. 

.' SEE PUBLIC BURDEN ON REv ERSE , ' ICC FORM t:\<) FEBRUARx 200" 



Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 

THE MIDDLE POINT HOME 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

Application for Authority to Transfer 
Control of Blanket Domestic Section 214 
Authorization 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

WC Docket No. 

APPLICATION FOR STREAMLINED CONSENT TO TRANSFER CONTROL 

Pursuant to Section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the "Act"), I 

and Section 63.04 of the COlllmission's Rules,2 this Application seeks the consent of the Federal 

COllllllunications Commission (the "COllllllission") to the transfer of control of the Domestic 

Section 214 Authority of The Middle Point Home Telephone Company ("MHTC" or the 

"Applicant," FRN: 0005-0660-63) from MHTC to Telephone Service Company ("TSC" or the 

"Transferee," FRN: 0002-9247-51). 

MHTC is an Ohio incunlbent local exchange carrier ("ILEC") that serves one local 

exchange (approximately 500 access lines) in and around the lTIunicipality of Middle Point in 

Van Wert County, Ohio. The proposed transaction will be accolllplished by the lllerger of 

MHTC with and into Middle Point Acquisition Co., an Ohio Corporation ("MPAC") that is 

wholly-owned by TSC, an Ohio corporation that is wholly owned by Hanson COlTInlUnications, 

Inc., a Minnesota Corporation ("Hanson"). Upon COnSUlTIlnation of the merger, MHTC will 

147 U.S.C. § 214. 
247 C.F.R. § 63.04(a). 



beCOl1le a wholly-owned subsidiary of TSC. IV1I-ITC and TSC seek streanllined processing of 

this Application pursuant to Section 63.03 of the Commission's Rules. 3 

In support of this Application, Applicant sublnits the following infonnation: 

(1) N arne, address and telephone number of each applicant: 

For the Applicant: 
The Middle Point HOlne Telephone Company 
10612 E. Jackson Street 
Post Office Box 41 
Middle Point, OH 45863 
Attn: Chad Pollock 
Telephone: 419-968-2000 

For the Transferee: 
Telephone Service Company 
2 Willipie Street 
Post Office Box 408 
Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
Attn: Lonnie D. Pedersen 
Telephone: 419-739-2200 

(2) Government, state or territory under the laws of which each corporate or 
partnership applicant is organized: 

MHTC is a corporation organized under the laws of Ohio. 

TSC is a corporation organized under the laws of Ohio. 

(3) Name, title, post office address and telephone number of the officer or contact 
person to whom correspondence concerning the application is to be addressed: 

Address With a Copy to: 
Applicant The Middle Point Honle Telephone Norman J. Kennard, Esquire 

Company Thomas, Long, Niesen & Kennard 
10612 E. Jackson Street 212 Locust Street, Suite 500 
Post Office Box 41 Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Middle Point, OH 45863 Telephone: 717-255-7627 
Attn: Chad Pollock 
Telephone: 419-968-2000 

347 C.F.R. § 63.03. 

2 



Transferee Telephone Service Company N orn1an J. Kennard, Esquire 
2 Willipie Street Thomas, Long, Niesen & Kennard 
Post Office Box 408 212 Locust Street, Suite 500 
Wapakoneta,OH 45895 Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Attn: LOlmie D. Pedersen Telephone: 717-255-7627 
Telephone: 419-739-2200 

(4) Name, address, citizenship and principal business of any person or entity that 
directly or indirectly owns at least ten (10) percent of the equity of MHTC, and the 
percentage of equity owned by each of those persons or entities: 

MHTC Prior to Transaction: 

The name, address, citizenship and principal business of the only persons or entities that 

presently own at least ten (10) percent of the equity ofMHTC: 

(1) Natne: 
Address: 
Citizenship: 
Principal Business: 
Ownership: 

(2) Name: 
Address: 
Citizenship: 
Principal Business: 
Ownership: 

MHTC After Transaction 

Chad Pollock 
1106 Linden Drive, Van Wert, OR 45891 
United States of America 
Insurance 
14.7% 

Kxistie L. Snyder 
14227 US Route 224 East 
United States of An1erica 
Medical Services 
14.6% 

The name, address, citizenship and principal business of the only entity that will own at 

least ten (10) percent of the equity of MHTC after completion of the proposed transaction is: 

Nan1e: 
Address: 

Citizenshi p: 
Principal Business: 
Ownership: 

Telephone Service Company 
2 Willipie Street 
Post Office Box 408 
Wapakoneta,OH 45895 
Ohio Corporation 
Telecommunications 
100% 
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The nmne, address, citizenship and principal business of the only entity that will own at 

least ten (10) percent of the equity ofTSC after cOlnpletion of the proposed transaction is: 

Name: 
Address: 

Citizenship: 
Principal Business: 
Ownership: 

Hanson Communications, Inc. 
1700 Technology Drive, Suite 100 
Wilhnar, MN 56201 
Minnesota Corporation 
Telecommunications 
100% 

Mark A. Hanson (27.44%), Bruce C. Hanson (24.78%) and Susan K. Anderson (24.78%) 

are the three largest shareholders of Hanson and each are U.S. citizens whose principal business 

is Telecommunications. They nlay be contacted at the following addresses: 

Bruce C. Hanson 
c/o Hanson Communications, Inc. 
1700 Technology Drive, Suite 100 
Willmar, MN 56201 

Mark A. Hanson 
c/o Telephone Service Company 
2 Willipie Street 
Post Office Box 408 
Wapakoneta,OH 45895 

Susan K. Anderson 
c/o Hanson Con1munications, Inc. 
1700 Technology Drive, Suite 100 
Willn1ar, MN 56201 

(5) Certification pursuant to 46 C.F.R. Sections 1.2001 through 1.2003 that no party to 
the application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of 
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988: 

MHTC and TSC hereby certify, pursuant to 47 C.P.R. Sections 1.2001 through 1.2003, 

that no party to the present Application is subject to denial of Federal benefits pursuant to 

Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. The Certifications of MHTC and TSC are 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

4 



6. Description of the Transaction: 

On January 3, 2013, TSC, MHTC, MPAC and certain shareholders of MHTC executed 

an Agreement and Plan of Merger (the "Agreement"). Under that Agreen1ent, the parties agreed 

that (a) MPAC will be merged with and into MHTC in accordance with the General Corporation 

Law of the State of Ohio, (b) the separate existence of MP AC will cease and MHTC will 

continue as the surviving corporation as a wholly owned subsidiary of TSC, and (c) the 

outstanding shares of MHTC will be convelied into the right to receive cash in an amount to be 

determined by a formula under the Agreelnent. The obligations of the parties to close and 

consulnmate the Agreement is expressly subject to the approval of the Commission. No 

shareholder other than TSC will own any equity interest in MHTC following this transaction. 

7. Description of the geographic areas in which the transferor and transferee (and 
their affiliates) offer domestic telecommunications services, and what services are 
provided in each area: 

A map of the local exchange telephone service area in Ohio of MHTC and TSC is 

attached as Exhibit B. The MHTC service area is located in Van Wert County, Ohio, while the 

TSC service area is located in Auglaize and Allen Counties in Ohio. There is no overlap 

between the MHTC service area and the TSC service area. 

MHTC 

MHTC is an ILEC that provides local exchange telephone service, long distance service, 

exchange access services, high-speed data services, and digital subscriber line high-speed 

Internet access services within an approximate 56 square mile area in and about Middle Point, 

Ohio. MHTC serves approxin1ately Five Hundred (500) access lines in one local exchange area 

situated within Van Wert County, Ohio. 

5 



TSC is an ILEC that provides local exchange telephone service, long distance service, 

exchange access services, high-speed data services, and digital subscriber line high-speed 

Internet access services within an approximate 82 square Inile area in and about Wapakoneta and 

Cridersville, Ohio. TSC serves approxilnately Six Thousand Two Hundred Fifty (6,250) access 

lines in two local exchange areas situated within Auglaize and Allen Counties in Ohio. 

MPAC 

MP AC is a corporation formed under the laws of the State of Ohio for the purpose of 

facilitating the transaction described herein. MP AC currently provides no telecOln services 

whatsoever and is a wholly-owned subsidiary of TSC. 

8. Statement as to how the application fits into one or more of the presumptive 
streamlined categories in Section 63.03 or V'ihy it is otherwise appropriate for 
streamlined treatment. 

Applicant believes that this Application is entitled to streamlined processing pursuant to 

Section 63 .03(b )(2)(iii) of the Conlnlission's Rules. First, both before and after completion of 

the proposed transaction, TSC will have a market share in the interstate, interexchange market of 

less than 10 percent. Second TSC only currently serves Six Thousand Two Hundred Fifty 

(6,250) access lines, therefore, the approximate Six Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty (6,750) 

access line equivalents that will be served by TSC following the proposed transaction will 

constitute a very small fraction of the amount of end-user switched access lines that constituted 

two percent of the nation's estimated end-user switched access lines as of the most recently 

available statistics of the Wireline Competition Bureau. Finally, the MHTC service area does 

not overlap with, and is not adjacent to the service area of TSC. 

6 



9. Identification of aU other Commission applications related to the same transaction. 

No other Comlnission applications will be filed with respect to this transaction. MHTC 

does not have an International Section 214 Authorization. 

10. Statement of whether the Applicants are requesting special consideration because 
either party to the transaction is facing imminent business failure. 

No party to this transaction is facing in11ninent business failure at this thne. Therefore, 

the Applicant is not requesting special consideration because a party to the transaction is facing 

imminent business failure. 

11. Identification of any separately filed waiver requests being sought in conjunction 
with the transaction. 

No separately-filed waivers or waiver requests are being sought in conjunction with the 

proposed transaction. 

12. Statement showing how grant of the application will serve the public interest, 
convenience and necessity, including any additional information that may be 
necessary to show the effect of the proposed transaction on competition in domestic 
markets. 

The proposed transaction will serve the public interest by ensunng the continued 

availability of quality telecommunications services at affordable rates for the businesses and 

residents of the areas served by MHTC. TSC will operate IvfHTC in a manner virtually 

transparent to its customers, by continuing to provide the same services at the same rates, terms 

and conditions. Through TSC, MHTC will have greater access to economies of scale and scope, 

as well as to substantial financial, human, engineering, technical, marketing and infonnation 

resources. Access to these economies and resources will enable MHTC to Inake the 

7 



infrastructure investments and operational adjustments necessary for MHTC to compete 

successfully in the rapidly changing telecommunications industry. 

Conclusion 

F or the reasons stated above, Applicant respectfully submits that the public interest, 

convenience and necessity would be furthered by a grant of this application. 

Date: January 16,2013 

Respectfully submitted, 

B y: ----:m-:-~~ 
ard, Esquire 

cust Street, Suite 500 
. arrisburg, PA 17101 
(717) 255-7627 (telephone) 
(717) 236-8278 (facsimile) 
nkennard!a)thomaslonglaw.com 

Counsel to 
The Middle Point Home Telephone Company 
Telephone Service Corporation 
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EXHIBIT A 



CERTIFICATION 

I, Chad Pollock, President of The Middle Point Home Telephone Company, hereby 

certify that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to 

Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988,21 U.S.C. § 853(a). 

Chad Pollock, President 
The Middle Point Home Telephone Company 



CERTIFICATION 

I, Lonnie D. Pedersen, Chief Operating Officer of Telephone Service Company, hereby 

certify that no party to this Application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to 

Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21 U.S.C. § 853(a). 



EXHIBIT B 
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